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Abstract 

Poverty in Nigeria is real and for a country richly blessed with abundant 
human, material and natural resources, her people should have no business 
with poverty. Huge amount of resources have been spent in studying its 
causes, and strategies for its alleviation or total eradication have been 
pursued by government at all levels. However, the presence of other socio-
economic problems such as inflation and corruption, has helped to worsened 
the level of poverty in Nigeria. This paper attempt to examine the concepts 
of Vocation and Technical Education (VTE), and poverty alleviation 
strategies in Nigeria, and suggest ways the acquisition of skills in VTE can 
promote self employment and entrepreneurship which will drastically 
reduce poverty, that has become a scourge in our society. The paper 
concludes that well-articulated VTE policy and programmes as well as good 
implementation will assist employment generation and poverty reduction in 
Nigeria. 

Introduction 
Nigeria as a nation, has remained undeveloped even though she has been listed among the 

developing nations. This is not because she lacks human and natural endowment but because she 
lacks the propensity to adequately manage and utilize her vast potentials to develop the majority of 
her citizenry. VTE has been acclaimed the lunching pad to technological development of any nation. 
Aina (2000) asserted this when he stated that VTE is a major propellant and contributor to economic 
development, self-reliance and poverty alleviation. Inspite of these potentials, VTE has remained 
underdeveloped, underrated, underfunded, underminded and underprivileged in Nigeria.  
 

The mainstay of Nigeria’s economy is crude oil. Nigeria is also blessed with other mineral 
resources like clay, salt, natural gas, lead, zinc, etc. Nigeria is the sixth largest oil producing country 
in the world. Yet poverty is persistent in the country. According to Ovia (2003), 40 to 45% of Africa’s 
population live in absolute poverty and 30% belong to the extreme poor. He further stated that those 
in extreme poverty live on $2 per day while those in absolute poverty live on below $1 per day. 
Oyedokun (2003) noted that 70 percent of Nigerians live below poverty line and survive on less than 
$1 a day. 
 

In rural communities in Nigeria, and in urban areas, to a very large extent, poverty is a 
constant actor. There is no doubt that poverty exists in multi-dimensional scales. So many households 
cannot afford three square meals a day; so many children of school age are not in school but out in the 
streets hawking; portable drinking water is still lacking in many communities. Employable youths are 
jobless and crime often found use of their idle hands. Housing for many Nigerians means dilapidated, 
thatched roof where squalor knows no bounds. 
 

In realization of this development, Nigeria is passionately committed to partner with the 
United Nations to realize its Millennium Development Goals by 2015. These goals became the link-
chain in Nigeria’s on-going initiatives and processes under the New Partnership for African 
Development (NEPAD) and the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 
(NEEDS). Meanwhile, government seems to lack the political will to project VTE to a position where 
it can be used to harness all the gains in these partnerships for the economic emancipation of the 
majority. 
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Conceptual Definitions 
Vocational and Technical Education 

Many scholars have defined VTE in various ways. Agbebi (1984) define VTE as that aspect 
of education that utilizes scientific knowledge in the acquisition of practical and applied skills in the 
solution of technical problems. Puding (1994) defined VTE as that education which prepares the 
individual for gainful employment in recognized occupation as semi-skilled worker or technician or 
sub-professional. According to Onyenkwu (1997), VTE is a facilitator of behavioural change in an 
individual or a learner towards skill acquisition. This is based on sound knowledge, its application to 
creative thinking, decision making and problem solving of societal needs and thereby making a living 
out of them. Akaninwor (2004) defined VTE as a type of education or training designed for preparing 
the individual leaner to earn a living (to be self-reliant).  
 

Furthermore, Uwaifo (2009) stated that VTE is result-oriented. It brings about technological 
advancement and prepares new manpower or employment and provides continuous training for those 
already qualified so that they can keep abreast with modern working methods.  
 

The National Policy on Education (NPE) (2004) advocated that VTE is to be provided for at 
the secondary and the tertiary levels of Nigerian system of education. The secondary level of VTE is 
to run at the technical colleges, now science and technical colleges. At secondary level, the goals of 
VTE, according to NPE are: 

1. to provide trained manpower in the applied sciences, technology and business, particularly at 
craft and technical levels, 

2. to provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, commercial 
and economic development and 

3. to give training and impart the necessary skills to individuals who shall be self-reliant 
economically. 

 
Also, at the tertiary level, according to the policy, VTE is to be provided at universities, 

polytechnics, monotechnics and colleges of education (technical). The goals of VTE programmes at 
the tertiary level include: 

1. to provide full-time or part-time course of instruction and training in engineering, other 
technologies, applied sciences, business and management leading to the production o trained 
manpower, 

2. to provide the technical knowledge and skills necessary for agricultural, industrial, 
commercial and economic development of Nigeria, 

3. to give training and impart the necessary skill for the production of technicians, technologists 
and other skilled personnel who shall be enterprising, 

4. to train people who can apply scientific knowledge to solve environmental problems for the 
convenience of man, and  to give exposure on professional studies in the technologies. 

 
VTE can therefore be seen as a specialized type of education that equips the individual or 

learner with all the necessary manipulative skills, attitude, abilities and scientific knowledge. These 
will make the individual self-reliant and thereby reduce poverty in the society. 
 
Poverty 

The word poverty is viewed from different angles and perspective by different people. World 
Bank (1990), defined poverty as the inability of an individual or a sector of a society to attain a 
specified minimum standard of living. In a similar view Oladunni (1999) opined that poverty means a 
situation of not having enough to eat, poor drinking water, poor sanitation, poor nutrition, unfit 
shelter, high infant mortality rate, low life expectancy, poor environmental condition, low level of 
energy consumption, low educational opportunities, poor health status due to inadequate health care, 
lack of productive assets, general lack of economic infrastructure and lack of active participation in 

K.O. Imarhiagbe and O. L Obierika 
 



3 

 

the decision making process either as it affects the individual or society. According to Crowther 
(2000) poverty is the state of being poor and poor, as having very little money with which to buy ones 
basic needs.  
 

To make the concept clearer Alagbe (2004) stated that the incidence of poverty is highly 
concentrated among people with the following characteristics; poor material possession, low 
education, unstable employment/unemployment, low status jobs, low and unsuitable income, poor 
housing conditions, large families, absence of savings and constant struggle for survival. Therefore, 
poverty can be seen as the condition that is said to exist when people lack the means to satisfy their 
basic needs i.e. those things that are necessary for survival. 
 

Makinwa and Ojo (1998) classified poverty into three broad categories namely: the subjective 
approach, the statistical approach (relative approach) and the subsistence or poverty line approach 
(absolute approach). The subjective approach assumes that a person is poor if he thinks he is poor 
regardless of the absolute amount of his income, even though in the statistical or absolute sense, he 
may not be poor. The statistical approach consists of two methods; Ayeni (2004) used the arithmetic 
mean to determine the poverty line and regarded the poor as anyone who earns less than average 
income of the population. The subsistence poverty line identifies some basic needs of man and the 
minimum amount of money required to procure the goods and services to satisfy the needs. This 
subsistence or poverty line is drawn here such that people who do not have sufficient to procure the 
necessary goods and services are considered poor. 
 

Also in the view of Alagbe (2004) identified two main types of poverty; namely primary 
poverty arising when the income of an individual is insufficient to provide for the basic needs 
required for physical efficiency. While secondary poverty on the other hand, arises from the mis-
management of an income that would otherwise have been sufficient for the satisfaction of basic 
human needs. It is important to note that the primary poverty is more critical and that should be of 
concern to the government and policy makers. 
 

Poverty indeed has many causes in Nigeria. The Federal Office of Statistics (1996) also 
identified some causes of poverty in Nigeria which include: 
 Non-involvement of the poor in discussion, preparation, design and implementation of 

programmes that will be beneficial to them. 
 Inadequate access to education, health, sanitation and water services resulting from 

inequitable social services delivery, the aftermath of which is the inability of the poor to live a 
healthy and active life and take full advantage of employment opportunities. 

 Lack of access to assets such as capital and land. 
 The destruction of the natural resources endowment, which has led to reduced productivity of 

agriculture, forestry and fishery as a result of the desperate survival strategies of the poor as 
well as inadequate and ineffective public policy on natural resources management. 

 Inadequate access to markets for goods and services of the poor owing to their remote 
geographical location. 

 The extended family system leading to people taking on financial burdens of their kinsmen 
and women. 

 
Ayeni (2004) enumerated the following as causes of poverty: lack of skills, too many 

children, sickness and death, low individual or family income, poor weather condition, laziness and 
absence of paid job, lack of good roads, lack of adequate electricity, lack of qualitative and functional 
education. 
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Effects of Poverty 
The following among others are the effects of poverty in Nigeria: 

 Drug and child trafficking 
 The poor constitute economic burden on the rich through dependency 
 It impairs health and ability to work 
 Nigeria is rated low internationally on poverty alleviation scales 
 It reproduces illiteracy and ignorance 
 There is youth restiveness due to individual and collective disappointments 
 Increasing rate of crime such as armed robbery, kidnapping, 419, etc 
 Death rate is increased since the poor may not have money to take care of themselves 
 
Poverty Alleviation Strategies in Nigeria 

Poverty alleviation programmes are initiated by governments to reduce the effects of wants on 
the poor. It has been the concern of past governments to eradicate poverty in Nigeria. According to 
Obasanjo (2001) “It is government ultimate target to eradicate absolute poverty in Nigeria”. Since 
independence, successive governments in Nigeria both the Military and the Civilian have organized 
different programmes to empower and improve the standard of living of the populace. These include: 
National Accelerated Food Production Programme (NAFPP) which was introduced in 1972, Nigerian 
Agricultural and Co-operative Bank (WACB) also in 1972; Operation Feed the Nation (OPN) in 
1976; Green Revolution Programme in 1979; Go Back to Land Programme was introduced in 1986. 
The Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructure DFRRI and National Directorate of 
Employment (NDE) were established in 1986; People Bank of Nigeria and the Community Bank of 
Nigeria, Better Life Programme (BLP); Family Support Programme and the Family Economic 
Advancement Programme (FEAP) were set up in 1993; National Commission for Mass Literacy, 
Adult and Non-formal Education (NCMLAE) in 1999; National Agricultural Land Development 
Authority (NALDA); River Basin Development Authorities (RBDAs), Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP) in 2000, National Poverty Eradication programme (NAPEP), Operation Farewell 
to Poverty (OFP); Youth Empowerment Scheme (YES), Mandatory Attachment Programme (MAP), 
and National Economic Empowerment Development Strategy (NEEDS). 
 
How VTE can be used to Alleviate Poverty 

The National Policy on Education (NPE) (2004) defines VTE as those aspect of the education 
process involving, in addition to general education the study of technologies and related sciences and 
the acquisition of practical skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to occupations in 
various sectors and social life. This means that VTE is that form of education whose primary purpose 
is to prepare persons for employment in specific occupation. VTE covers areas such as business 
education, agricultural education, home economics, fine and applied arts, technical education and 
health education. Since the philosophy of VTE is to prepare its graduates for work, which will earn 
them their living and also make them to be self-employed, self-reliant and self-sufficient and hence 
reduce poverty drastically. 
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VTE Can Reduce Poverty By Providing Self-Employment Opportunities. The Table Below 
Shows Investments That Can Be Made Through VTE. 

S/N TYPE OF INVESTMENTS TRAINING NEEDED 
1 Business centre (word processing) Vocational (Secretarial and Computer 

Competency)  
2 Project and book binding Vocational Competency 
3 Buying and selling of office machines, equipment 

and stationeries 
Vocational Competency 

4 Establishment of private commercial school Vocational business Course Competency 
5 G.S.M business (e.g. phone boot, sales and repair of 

handset, sales of starter pack and phone accessories) 
Vocational business Course Competency 

6 Bookkeeping and auditing firm Vocational (Accounting Competency) 
7 
8 
9 
10 
 
 

Establishment of poultry farm 
Establishment of fish farm 
Establishment of piggery farm 
Establishment of grass-cutter and snail rearing 
Agro-business items (food stuff, feed, etc) 

 
 
Vocational (Agricultural Course 
Competency) 

12 
13 
 
14 
 
15 
16 

Establishment of day care 
Production and distribution of fast food, snacks and 
drinks 
Knitting and distribution of cardigan to school 
Fashion and design 
Undertaking of catering services for occasions, 
schools and staff canteen 

 
 
Vocational (Home Economics Course 
Competency) 

17 
 
 
18 

Production and distribution of soya and yogurt drink 
to supermarkets and shops 
Grinding and processing of foodstuff 
Processing and drying of fish 

 
Vocational (Home Economics Course 
Competency) 

20 
 
21 
 
22 
 
23 
 

Establishment of block moulding company 
Sale of building materials (e.g. cement, tiles, roofing 
sheets) 
Establishment of painting and decoration company 
Establishment of plumbing and pipefitting company 
Establishment of draughtmanship office 

 
 
 
Technical (Building Technology Course 
Competency) 

25 Establishment of carpentry workshop (furniture 
making, roofing, etc) 

Technical (Woodwork Technology 
Course Competency) 

26 
 

Establishment of auto-mechanic work shop 
Establishment of auto-spare parts shop 

Technical (Auto-mechanics Technology 
Course Competency) 

28  
 
29 
 
30 

Establishment of panel-beating and painting 
workshop 
Establishment of fundry and forging workshop 
Establishment of welding workshop 

 
Technical (Metalwork Technology Course 
Competency) 

31 Establishment of machine shop Technical (Metalwork Technology Course 
Competency) 

32 
 
33 

Establishment of electronics sales and repair shop 
Establishment of industrial/domestic wiring services 

Technical (Electrical/Electronics 
Technology Course Competency) 
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Conclusion 

Poverty remains the greatest enemy of mankind and a source of worry and challenge to 
government of developing nations. It is obvious that for the various programme aimed at 
reducing/alleviating poverty to achieve its goals, there is need for VTE programmes and training to be 
intensified. Imparting the right type of skills to the recipient in the face of our dwindling economy 
will help in reducing poverty that is pervasive in the land. VTE makes the recipient to be 
economically self-reliant and thus has a positive impact on the economy as a whole. This, if properly 
sustained will lead to a drastic reduction, if not total elimination of poverty in the land. 
 
Recommendations 

To ensure that poverty is reduced in Nigeria, the following recommendations are made: 
1) The government should give VTE the priority it deserves and also encourage vocational and 

technical educators to stand on their own through provision of equipments needed for 
development.  

2) There should be continuity in the poverty alleviation programmes of the government, that is, 
the successor government should continue with the programme of his predecessor. 

3) There should be proper planning, implementation and follow-up or monitoring of poverty 
alleviation programmes in order to ensure that the targeted beneficiaries benefit from the 
programmes. 

4) Government should release enough fund to embark on the programme and ensure that such 
money does not go to the wrong hand. 

5) Orientation programmes should be mounted to enlighten the youths on the need to develop 
interest in VTE because it will provide them with the necessary knowledge, skill and ability 
that will enable them to be self-employed in order to reduce poverty among them. 
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